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EC to announce SIR Ph-1
today; Stalin ups ante

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission will on Monday
announce the first phase of

the pan-India special intensi-

ve revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, covering 10-15 states/
UTs, including poll-bound
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Ke-
rala, Assam and Puducherry.
Sources in the poll body sa-
id the initial phase will leave
out states like Maharashtra,
where local body elections are
to be held by Jan 31, 2026, as per
Supreme Court directives, as
well as the snow-bound states/
UTs of J&K, Himachal, Utta-
rakhand, Sikkim and Ladakh.
The last intensive revision of
electoral rolls in India was un-
dertaken two decades ago.
Ahead of the EC presser,
Tamil Nadu CM and DMK chi-

FINAL ROLL BY FEB?

» Unlike Bihar, where EC
launched SIR with a written
order, pan-India exercise will
be announced at a press meet,
allowing queries and doubts to
be addressed on the spot

> Enrolment for first phase
of SIR - signing form and

if needed, submit proof of
eligibility - may start on Nov 1

> Final rolls, after settling
claims and objections to draft,
likely by Jan end or early Feb

ef M K Stalin accused BJP of
“plotting to remove names
from voter list” ahead of state
polls, as in Bihar. “It (SIR) de-
prived nearly 65 lakh voters in
poll-bound Bihar of their vo-
tingrights,” he alleged.

» Press meet, P 12
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“Unlike Bihar, pan-India SIR to
- be announced at press meet
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MK and other INDIA
D bloc parties have
warned that BJP govtis
“attempting to use EC as its
puppet to replicate the same
in Tamil Nadu”, Stalin said in
aletter to the party cadre.
“BJP and its ally
ATADMK believe that if the
names of voters from the
working class, minorities,
scheduled castes, women and
the poor are deleted through
SIR, they can secure victory
without facing the people.
But this calculation will fail
in Tamil Nadu,” he said.
Unlike Bihar, where EC
launched SIR with a written
order, the pan-India exercise
will be announced at a press
conference, allowing any
queries and doubts to be ad-
dressed on the spot.
Sourcesindicated thatthe
nationwide SIR shall be an-
nounced and conducted in
stages, with three broad cate-
gories of states/UTs likely to
witness the exercise later.
These include states/UTs
that will soon be in the grip of
harsh winter and snow; ones
where local body polls are
due over the next three
months and which are held
with electoral rolls prepared
as per provisions of the Rep-
resentation of the People Act;
and where at least 75%-80%
of the electorate has already
been mapped by matching
current electors with entries
in theroll from the last inten-
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Going by the three- month SIR schedule followed in Bihar, the enrolment
stage for the first phase of SIR is likely to start Nov 1 and the final roll is
expected to be published by Jan-end or beginning of Feb

sive revision, requiring only
the remaining 20% or so to
submit documents to prove
their eligibility as per Article
326 of the Constitution.

ECsourcessaid thelist of
documents to be accepted as
proof of eligibility will more
or lessremain the same asin
Bihar and will only be indic-
ative and not exhaustive.
Aadhaar will only be accept-
ed as proof of identity.

Going by the three-month
SIR schedule followed in Bi-
har, the enrolment stage for
the first phase of SIR — re-
quiring the elector to sign the
enrolment form and, where
required, submit proof of eli-
gibility — may start on Nov 1
and the final roll published,
after settling claims and ob-
jections to the draft roll, by
Janend or beginning of Feb.

The groundwork for the
upcoming countrywide SIR
—the intent for which was an-
nounced by EC in its June 24

1

notification for SIR in Bihar
— has been under way for the
past two months, with two
separate conferences of chief
electoral officers held by EC
inSeptand Oct. Thelast CEOs
conference on Oct 22-23 saw
EC assessing the prepared-
ness of allstate/UT CEO offic-
es, particularly progress of
the mapping of their current
electors with the roll from the
last intensive revision.

With Bihar having shown
the way, sources said, CEOs
are better prepared for the
SIR and the EC’s confident of
pulling off a cleaner, error-
free electoral roll after remov-
ing duplicate entries, illegal
immigrants, and dead or
shifted voters. All state/UT
rolls are digitised and map-
ped with the roll from the last
SIR, with 50%-70% electorsal-
ready linked to it; booth level
officershave been trained and
parties urged to appoint
enough booth level agents.



EC may announce SIR dates for 10 states today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, OCTOBER 26

The Election Commission (EC) is
set to announce the schedule for
the Special Intensive Revision
5IR)of electoral rolls in at least 10
states Monday, officials said
sunday. The poll body, compris-
ing CEC Gyanesh Kumar, and
Election Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, will
address a press conference at4.15
pm Monday, the EC said Sunday.
The invitation for the presser
Jidn't mention the topic, but of-
licials said it was for the SIR

schedule. The SIR could start from
November 1 with five states/ UTs
where Assembly polls are due
next year — Assam, West Bengal,
Puducherry, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu — and some other states.
States with “peculiar circum-
stances”, like where local body
polls have been notified, could be
left out for now, a source said.
OnJune 24, the EC decided to
conduct a nation-wide SIR, start-
ing with Bihar since polls were
due. The lastintensive revision in
the state was in 2003. Unlike an-
nual and pre-election Special
Summary Revision (SSR)of elec-
toral rolls, where additions and

deletions are carried out, under
the SIR, the rolls are made afresh,
with all registered electors re-
quired to submit new enumera-
tion forms, Due to computerisa-
tion of the electoral rolls, an
intensive revision has not been
carried out in about two decades.

“The Commission has noted
that during the 20 years signifi-
cant change in electoral roll has
taken place due to additions and
deletions on alarge scale over this
long period. Rapid urbanisation
and frequent migration of popu-
lation from one place to another
on account of education, liveli-
hood and other reasons have be-

comearegulartrend,” the EChad
said in its June 24 order. The EC's
June 24 order has been chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court,

In Bihar, a total of 68.66 lakh
names were deleted from therolls
during the SIR. In all, Bihar's elec-
toral roll published on September
30shrunk by 6%. The EChad asked
foradditional documents fromall
those in Bihar who registered after
2003 to establish eligibility, in-
cluding citizenship. After the SC
intervened, EC accepted Aadhaar
as a proof of identity not citizen-
ship. Sources say the process for
otherstatesislikely tobe along the
lines of the Bihar order.
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27 October 2025

First India Bureau
New Delhi

The ECI will announce
the schedule for the SIR
of electoral rolls in sev-
eral states on Monday,
officials said Sunday.
The announcement will
be made at a 4.15 pm
press conference by CEC
Gyanesh Kumar and ECs

~( t0 announce dates
for nationwide SIR today

Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi. Though
the EC’s media invitation
did not specify the sub-
ject, officials had said the
briefing would pertain to
the SIR schedule. Sourc-
es said exercise could
begin on November 1
and will likely cover 10
states where Assembly
polls are due in 2026. P5
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EC likely to appoint volunteers

forSIRinB

Kolkata

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) may
appoint volunteers to as-
sist booth-level officers
(BLOs) during the prob-
able special intensive
revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in West Ben-
gal, a senior official said
on Sunday.

The volunteers are
likely to be drawn from
among government em-
ployees in each block for
the exercise that may be
launched soon, he said.

“This is at the plan-
ning stage... These assis-
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tants will help the BLOs
fill out enumeration
forms and may also be
deployed as substitutes,
if required,” the official
told PTL.

The volunteers will
primarily be assigned to
polling stations having
more than 1,200 voters,

engal: Official

The Election
Commission is likely
1o announce pan-
India Special
Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voters’ list on
Monday evening,
officials said

he added.

“As a result of this cap
on the number of voters
per booth, the number of
polling booths in the
state is likely to increase
by around 14,000, from
the existing 80,000 to
around 94,000,” the of-
ficial said.
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